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From the pen of Pastor Bonnie: 
 
As I looked through my notes covering the last six months, I was struck by the amazing mix of joys 
and sorrows. 
 
These were months of deep grieving for numerous of our CMC families: 

¥  McMillon family: Pastor HoraceÕs father, Rev. McMillon, died on July 1. MoniqueÕs father,  Herbert 
Cross, died on November 3. 

¥  Carson family: Bernice Carson passed on July 10. 
¥  Odom family: Olean Butler, MertisÕ sister, died on November 21. 
¥  Shirk family: KarenÕs mother, Mary Hostetler, died mid-August. 
¥  Ediger family: our former pastor, Margaretha Ediger, died on October 28. 

 
But there were also moments of incredible joy. I especially remember the healing of Tim McDowell 

after his serious eye injury, and the healing of trauma and fright for all the children and youth who were pre-
sent at the time of that accident. We are so grateful for all the healings Ñ  physical, spiritual and emotional 
Ñ  that God has bestowed on this community in the last six months. 

 
Some highlights included generosity of giving and receiving: 

¥  Work group from Yellow Creek Mennonite Church, Goshen, Indiana in July. The gift of their service, but 
also the gift of connecting; especially in providing Tom McDowell with a church home while he is at 
Goshen College. 

¥  Workers from CMC, providing ongoing support to Rehoboth in St. Anne. 
¥  Workers from CMC, helping get CMLC building ready for the new school year, and supporting Ken 

Hawkley as the new principal. 
¥  The gift of time and creativity in making the ÒCelebrationÓ quilt &  banner which raised $650 for CMLC. 
¥  The joy and generosity of giving to HOPE, PASS, MCC, HEIFER PROJECT, as well as to all the mission 

programs that are included in our conference giving. 
¥  I  am so grateful for CMCÕs commitment that all of our service Ñ  all of our programs Ñ  all of our finan-

cial decisions Ñ  must start and grow out of our commitment to Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord Ñ  all 
of our decisions and plans begin with Jesus. 

 
CMELC Property:  

There have also been months that included many hours of administrative work and a sizable financial com-
mitment to f inalize the transfer of CMELC property and ownership to CMC. Thanks to all who faithfully 
put in many extra hours of service behind the scenes!  

One task that remains is the installation of new signs for CMELC and CMC. A proposal for new signs will 
be presented to the CMC board at the next meeting. The goal is to give CMELC visibility along Kedzie 
Avenue. Given CMCÕs need for an updated sign, it seems appropriate to look at all related needs at this 
time.  

With this property, as with each of the other CMC properties and programs, it is our desire to remain faithful 
to our commitment: to make sure that each program integrates the good news of Jesus Christ with service 
to others. 

 
CMC Discernment:  

These have also been months of deepening commitment to learning how to better listen to the Spirit. The 
document weÕre considering this evening is the fruit of that labor. 
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Celebration in Confession: 
On February 13 we experi-

enced a powerful time of 
remembering Ñ  of telling 
the stories Ñ  confessing our 
failures Ñ  and extending 
forgiveness as we anointed 
the old CMC ÒBill of SaleÓ 
documents that included a 
clause that this property 
would never be sold to nor 
be occupied by anyone 
other than Caucasians. We 
took ashes from Ash 
WednesdayÕs service and 
mixed them with anointing 
oil and covered the docu-
ments with these Òashes of 
love.Ó Then, last Sunday, 
February 20, we had our 
annual Multi-Cultural Sun-
day celebration; praising 
God for Òunity with & in &  
through diversity.Ó 

 

Good News: 
Ours is the Good News of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Ours is the Good News of 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
which has the ability to ac-
tually change us Ñ  to re-
deem us. And what joy we 
take in the good and tender 
news that Keith Wilson has 
declared his readiness to be 
baptized and received into 
membership here at CMC. 

 

Conclusion: 
God has blessed us with every gift Ñ  every resource Ñ  every talent Ñ  every financial ability Ñ  

needed to respond to His call at this time! We claim this to be true. May God richly bless us as we 
continue to be faithful to who weÕve been called to be. 

 

If we may paraphrase a passage from Ephesians, let us end with this challenge: 

 

From Pastor Chuck: 
 

We’re in our ninth year! 
 Bonnie and I have a hard time believing that weÕre already in our 

ninth year of pastoring CMC since returning to Markham. What a 
profoundly rich time it has been. We continue to delight in our call-
ing and in the trust you have placed in us to pastor this congrega-
tion. It is an amazing privilege to serve this congregation. Given that 
our third three-year term is about up we await your evaluation re-
sponses. We encourage you to speak honestly and forthrightly to the 
questions that will be a part of this process. Let us know if there are 
areas that concern you. Please donÕt forget to mention the good stuff 
too!   In short, weÕre glad weÕre here and glad we can be of service. 
It is an honor to be your pastors. 

 
 Three pastors and a church: 

Your pastors meet twice a month for prayer, fellowship and church 
agenda. On January 29 we had a very special time. We met for about 
three hours to do Òself-evaluations.Ó Each of us had written a self-
assessments including reviews of what we liked about our work, 
what we didnÕt like, how we felt about our co-workers, our supervi-
sion, what we needed to do our work better, goals, etc. After sharing 
these with each other, the other two offered responses. This was a 
very rich time of growing closer and learning more about how we 
can work together more creatively and effectively. We are three dis-
tinctly different people Ñ each bringing unique gifts and abilities Ñ 
each grateful to be working with the others. Please remember your 
pastors in prayer Ñ daily! 

 
You can’t make it grow, but you sure can do your part! 

Over the past nine years all my annual and bi-annual reports have 
spoken to this matter in one way or another: the obligation and the 
privilege we have to invite others to our church. Here I go again. I 
challenge you to consider this: Every  single one of us can be 100% 
effective in our personal evangelism. IÕm serious! We can succeed in 
this, if we just try: To identify at least one person who needs Jesus 
and would benefit from being a part of our congregation. Pray for 
them Ñ every day! Ask God to give you opportunity to share your 
faith with them Ñ and then to invite them to our church. We wonÕt 
all do this in the same way, but every one of us can do this. I am 
convinced that we can have 100% participation in this! If every one 
of us makes this commitment Ñ to identify at least one person for 
whom we will pray and whom we will invite Ñ we can then rest in 
the knowledge that weÕve done our part. We can also be comforted 
with the reminder that ÒWe, the sowers, sow the seed, but God gives 
the growth!Ó So, “Don’t worry about it. Just do it!” 

 

We beg you to lead lives worthy of the calling to which you’ve been called, with all hu-
mility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every ef-
fort to maintain the unit of the Spirit in the bond of peace. — Ephesians 4:1-3 


